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Learn how to modify a selection using
several different selection options in Photo-
shop CS. This is an important tutorial for you
to understand because you will often need to
change or modify a selection to get the result
you're looking for. Click on the link above or
on the image below to start this tutorial.

When you have made your selection and
you have the proper layer selected in the
layers palette (here, the layer with the wall
if there are other Iayers)

then go to Edit: Copy.

File | Edt Image Layer Select Filker Wiew Win

”E Undo Duplicate Layer
Step Forward

B Ser Backward

_—4

Ctrl+z
] e
Alt+Crrl+-Z

Fade. . ShiFEEerl+F

Cut Chrlx

t( Copy Margek Shift+Ctrl+C

——  Paste Chrl+y
Paste Into Shift-+Cerl+

% Clear
This will retain that data of the selected
area. Now go to File: New,
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Press OK when the dialog box comes up
to create a new document.

PS980 -TRANSFORMING SELECTIONS Il

INTRODUCTIONTO §¢ O
GRAPHICS gz o0
.
Transformin 8 3
Y
Selec'rlons ITI 56 a
“ Name | rtitled- m_ OK- zIl
{ - proset: [ Cinboard k| - Cancel
e FE | 5| emree |
Height; [ 1200 [piech B
Resolution: [ 300 | piseelsfinch =
{ Color Mode: [FG8 colr =] [B 1t | e
Background Contents: | White =l B

This feature (of copy and paste) has
probably been around since the beginning of
digital image editing and Photoshop 1.0 I'm
sure. It's good to learn the shortcuts Ctrl C,
Ctrl N and Ctrl V.

It's important to note that when you copy
a selected area the new document will be cre-
ated based on the dimension or proportion of
the selected area on an X and Y basis. Be-
cause the selected area reached the vertical
and horizontal limits of the original image,
the new document will be created with the
same dimensions as the original document.

If you want to create a new document
you can either Image: Duplicate or select a
layer that covers the entire image dimensions
such as the background layer by Select: all
and making sure the background layer is
selected in the layers palette and then you
can create an exact dimension copy.

Now Edit: Paste
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and you can see that we did select the
‘background”. When you paste it will au-
tomatically put that selection onto its own
layer.

Well what if we made this selection of the
background but wanted to select the woman
as the subject? (Usually the idea but this is
training to get you fully versed...) Easy, just
right click (when on a marquee or lasso tool)
in the original document and then you can
choose Select Inverse.
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This will now select the areas that haven’t
been selected which in this case happens to
be the subject and the dead palm trees.
When making selections you’ll most of-
ten want to select the easiest way and use
the tools together to get a selection. It all
depends on the circumstances. With difficult
backgrounds sometimes there is no easy
way

Go to the moVe tool in the upper right
corner of the toolbar and drag this selection
(the main subject layer) into the new docu-
ment. Here in the layers palette you can see
that | have both of the separate selections
on their own layers.

PS980 - TRANSFORMING SELECTIONS I

After you’'ve made a selection and put
it on it's own layer and you plan on making
more changes to it; you might want to first
make a duplicate copy by dragging it to the
new layer icon and work on this version of
the layer.

With the eraser tool you can go in and
clean up areas of the selection that maybe
got skipped over before.
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Remember that you can change the size
of the eraser brush in the options bar or by
using the [bracket] keys.
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On the duplicated layer go ahead and
erase the dead palm trees (or whatever is
on your sample image). Photos.com doesn’t
want me actually distributing these images
but you can get these same ones with full
access from their website. It's well worth it
if you're at all serious about Photoshop and
especially graphic design.
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You can use some more of the basic
selection techniques such as right clicking
and choosing Similar or grow after using the
magic wand tool to select areas of blue that
might be remaining.
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In using these, once again if you have
accidentally selected areas that you don’t
want selected, you can use “subtract from
selection” in the options bar of the lasso (or
O rr—

IF: Adobe Photoshop

File Edit Image Layer Select Filker Yiew ‘Window Help

[[PF] wofe

Then simply lasso around the area you
want de-selected.
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See how easy it is for you to learn? Do
you have any idea how long it took me to fully
understand this simple concept? Please use
the leverage of other people’s knowledge to
get you where you want to be.

You can use the eraser to get rid of these
spots but if they’re too small you might want
to select them first ie. with the magic wand
tool and then you can Ctrl X them out of the
picture to clean it all up.
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Now find another picture which you think
would make a great background. Now that
you have the foreground subject and you've
essentially removed the background, you can
pull in another open image with the moVe
tool by dragging it in.

mg
Copy Chrl+C =1oix]
' | 1
; ]

It will automatically appear above what-
ever layer is selected in the layers palette.
In this case it shows up on top (because the
previous top layer was highlighted)
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so you will have to move its order in the
layers palette to beneath the main subject
layer to “fit” in the manually created “back-
ground” space.
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In this case the sunset was appear be-

hind the main subject so if this happens to

you remember that you have your transform

options under the Edit menu. Go ahead and
flip it horizontally.
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Now the sunset appears on the other
side where there is breathing room for it to
be. This is good common design sense which
you probably have, it’s just good to know the
tools to how to do it!
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