INTRODUCTION TO
GRAPHICS

Copying Between Images
of Different Sizes

One of Photoshop’s most powerful features is that it lets you combine images from differ-
ent sources into a single image. But invariably the sizes of the two images do not match up, and
you're left with not a seamless whole but a fractured mess. Here’s what to do instead.

By Pete Bauer, PlanetPhotoshop.com

It's happened to most of us at one time or another. We drag a layer from the layers palette to the
window of another image to copy it and -- surprise! -- it's WAY too big. Here’s a way to make sure that
doesn’t happen again.

When you drag a layer from the Layers palette on to the window of another image, the layer is
copied (actually, its pixels are copied) to the second document. Holding down the Shift key, by the way,
centers the layer when pasted. If the images are of substantially different pixel dimensions, the pasted
layer is either too large or too small.

[NOTE: Don’t think in terms of “inches” and “resolution” when discussing image size within Photo-
shop. When you’re moving between or among images in the program, you’re dealing strictly with pixels.
An image that's 4x6 inches at 300 ppi is, inside Photoshop, actually 1200x1800 pixels.]

Getting Bigger....

To copy from a smaller image to a larger image, Shift-drag the layer from the source image’s Layers
palette to the window of the destination image. Then use Edit> Transform> Scale and re-size the layer.
Drag a corner anchor of the bounding box to enlarge. You can hold down the Shift key to preserve the
width/height relationship (“constrain proportions”) as you scale. Holding down the Option/Alt key scales
from the center, increasing the size in all directions. You can most certainly use both Shift and Option/
Alt at the same time.
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...Going Smaller

Moving pixels from a larger image to a smaller image --without losing pixels-- takes a bit more work.
But with this tip, it's a piece of cake.

1. Open the destination image, go to Image Size, and check the image’s pixel dimensions. Write
‘em down if necessary.

2. In the source image, drag the layer you want to copy to the New Layer bottom of the Layers
palette to copy it.

3. Make sure the Info palette is visible.

4. With the duplicate layer active in the Layers palette, Press Command-T (Mac) or Control-T
(Windows) to enter Free Transform. A bounding box will appear around the outside of the layer.

5. Hold down both the Shift and Option/Alt keys and drag one of the bounding box’s corner anchor
points inward. Keep the mouse button down.

6. Check the Info palette. When the W (width) and H (height) fields show your target pixel size,
release the mouse button and then the modifier keys. (The W and H fields are shown in the red box in
the following image.) Hit the Enter or Return key to accept the change and exit Free Transform.
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7. Drag the layer from the Layers palette to the destination image, using the Shift key to center
(if desired). You can now delete the transformed layer from the source image.
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